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§11.20 Disciplinary sanctions; Trans-
fer to disability inactive status.

(a) Types of discipline. The USPTO Di-
rector, after notice and opportunity for
a hearing, and where grounds for dis-
cipline exist, may impose on a practi-
tioner the following types of discipline:

(1) Exclusion from practice before the
Office;

(2) Suspension from practice before
the Office for an appropriate period of
time;

(3) Reprimand or censure; or

(4) Probation. Probation may be im-
posed in lieuw of or in addition to any
other disciplinary sanction. Any condi-
tions of probation shall be stated in
writing in the order imposing proba-
tion. The order shall also state wheth-
er, and to what extent, the practitioner
shall be required to notify clients of
the probation. Violation of any condi-
tion of probation shall be cause for im-
position of the disciplinary sanction.
Imposition of the disciplinary sanction
predicated upon violation of probation
shall occur only after an order to show
cause why the disciplinary sanction
should not be imposed is resolved ad-
versely to the practitioner.

(b) Conditions imposed with discipline.
When imposing discipline, the USPTO
Director may condition reinstatement
upon the practitioner making restitu-
tion, successfully completing a profes-
sional responsibility course or exam-
ination, or any other condition deemed
appropriate under the circumstances.

(c) Transfer to disability inactive sta-
tus. The USPTO Director, after notice
and opportunity for a hearing may, and
where grounds exist to believe a practi-
tioner has been transferred to dis-
ability inactive status in another juris-
diction, or has been judicially declared
incompetent; judicially ordered to be
involuntarily committed after a hear-
ing on the grounds of incompetency or
disability, or placed by court order
under guardianship or conservatorship,
transfer the practitioner to disability
inactive status.

[73 FR 47689, Aug. 14, 2008, as amended at 78
FR 20200, Apr. 3, 2013]

§11.21 Warnings.

A warning is neither public nor a dis-
ciplinary sanction. The OED Director

§11.22

may conclude an investigation with
the issuance of a warning. The warning
shall contain a brief statement of facts
and USPTO Rules of Professional Con-
duct relevant to the facts.

[78 FR 20200, Apr. 3, 2013]

§11.22 Disciplinary investigations.

(a) The OED Director is authorized to
investigate possible grounds for dis-
cipline. An investigation may be initi-
ated when the OED Director receives a
grievance, information or evidence
from any source suggesting possible
grounds for discipline. Neither unwill-
ingness nor neglect by a grievant to
prosecute a charge, nor settlement,
compromise, or restitution with the
grievant, shall in itself justify abate-
ment of an investigation.

(b) Any person possessing informa-
tion or evidence concerning possible
grounds for discipline of a practitioner
may report the information or evidence
to the OED Director. The OED Director
may request that the report be pre-
sented in the form of an affidavit or
declaration.

(c) [Reserved]

(d) Preliminary screening of information
or evidence. The OED Director shall ex-
amine all information or evidence con-
cerning possible grounds for discipline
of a practitioner.

(e) Notification of investigation. The
OED Director shall notify the practi-
tioner in writing of the initiation of an
investigation into whether a practi-
tioner has engaged in conduct consti-
tuting possible grounds for discipline.

(f) Request for information and evidence
by OED Director.

(1) In the course of the investigation,
the OED Director may request infor-
mation and evidence regarding possible
grounds for discipline of a practitioner
from:

(i) The grievant,

(ii) The practitioner, or

(iii) Any person who may reasonably
be expected to provide information and
evidence needed in connection with the
grievance or investigation.

(2) The OED Director may request in-
formation and evidence regarding pos-
sible grounds for discipline of a practi-
tioner from a non-grieving client ei-
ther after obtaining the consent of the
practitioner or upon a finding by a
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